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are even approximately correct we think Boston might 
well dibband her famous school regiment and use some of 
the money now spent on drums, swords, guns, and bayo- 
nets in teaching the children to know and to love the things 
that God made. 

In his new book entitled " The Heresy of Cain," Dean 
Hodges of the Cambridge Episcopal Theological School, 
while holding the opinion that war can not yet be alto- 
gether dispensed with, has the following encouraging 
paragraph as to the prospect of its ultimate abolition : 

" The day has gone when armies fought like beasts in 
the black forests for love of murder. The day is passing 
when nations join in battle, like bullies in back alleys, 
for reputation, in revenge for fancied insults, in vindica- 
tion of what they are pleased to call their honor, or for 
the sake of stealing one another's goods or lands. We 
have driven that sort of fighting out of decent society. 
It is left now altogether to fools, who make themselves a 
laughing stock in duels ; or to ruffians, whom the police 
carry away in patrol wagons. And by virtue of that up- 
lifting of public opinion of which I spoke, by more gen- 
eral learning of the religion of Jesus Christ, we will pres- 
ently drive it out of the lives of nations. "We have not 
yet come to realize that whatever is a crime for an indi- 
vidual is a crime also for a nation. But we are getting 
nearer to the truth." 

President F. J. Wagner, of Morgan College, Baltimore, 
in acknowledging the receipt of some copies of the Advo- 
cate of Peace writes as follows : "Allow me to say that 
your work and the utterances of your paper have my 
most earnest commendation. In a ministry of thirty 
years, this has been my theme. The sermon on the 
mount is the world's constitution, for the world's perfect 
redemption, and the Golden rule furnishes the Christ- 
inspired precept that alone can secure a righteous and 
eternal peace. When we sincerely recognize the ' Bro- 
therhood of man,' then 'they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks ; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation neither shall they 
learn war any more.' The swing of victory is with the 
increasing numbers who are arraying themselves under 
the banner of ' On earth peace, goodwill toward men.' 
I am with you to do all in my power to hasten on the 
day for which a blood-stained world waits weeping." 

The death of Frederick Douglass at Washington on the 
20th of February has removed the most distinguished col- 
ored man of our time and one of the most interesting 
figures in American history. He was much interested in 
the cause of peace, and had long been on the list of Vice- 
Presidents of the American Peace Society. 

The Second Triennial Convention of the National 
Council of Women which has been meeting in Washing- 
ton since February 18th is the greatest gathering of rep- 
resentative women ever held in the United States, or in 
the world, Its discussions have been able and interest- 



ing and have covered the whole range of questions in 
which women are specially interested. It has given its 
strong support to the great peace movement and thrown 
the weight of its influence against the militarization of our 
public schools. 

The Secretary of the American Peace Society has re- 
cently given addresses on different phases of the subject 
of peace and arbitration before the Baptist Women's Home 
Missionary Society of Hyde Park, Mass., the Union for 
Practical Progress and one of the Methodist Churches of 
Newburyport, Mass., the Universalis Ministers' Associa- 
tion of Boston, the Friends' Conference at Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., and the New England Convention of the National 
Reform Association. 

Mrs. Mary Frost Ormsby, who was a delegate to the 
Antwerp Peace Congress from the American Peace So- 
ciety, and who ha3 since that time been in Europe, had 
an interesting article in the London Echo for Feb. 6t,h, on 
the subject of lynching in the South, and the progress of 
the negro in the United States. 

The House of Representatives just before adjourning 
passed unanimously a bill the provisions of which are 
aimed to preserve the seals in Behring Sea. Under the 
bill the President is to appoint a commission to negotiate 
with Great Britain, Russia and Japan for the protection 
of the seals. Pending the negotiations the President is 
to conclude a modus vivendi with these governments. If 
the negotiations should fail, the bill authorizes the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to kill the seals as they come to the 
Pribyloif islands and dispose of the skins to the benefit 
of the United States. 

Mrs. Hannah J. Bailey, one of the Directors of the 
American Peace Society and Superintendent of the Peace 
Department of the N. W. C. T. U., has been appointed 
treasurer of the National Council of Women. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

COMMON SENSE ABOUT ALSACE-LORRAINE. 

In 1870 a French parliament elected on the basis of 
universal suffrage, decided by a vote of three hundred 
against ten (or nearly so) that tha French army, which was 
still glorying in the memories of the Italian war of 1859, 
should invade Germany, and kill or mutilate two hundred 
thousand young Germans, lay waste her fields and cities, 
make orphans and widows of thousands and thousands 
of German subjects, and take, as payment for the glori- 
ous work, the left bank of the Rhine. The first part of 
the program, the killing and mutilating, was duly carried 
out. 

At this time there was the opportunity for England and 
America, not to mention other countries, to enter a loud 
and energetic protest. Such a protest would probably have 
bad its effect. At any rate it would have been worth while 
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to enter it. But, instead of it, both England and America 
concluded to furnish the great French nation improved 
arms for the better success in killing Germans. The 
United States government even set Americans at work to 
manufacture the cartridges necessary for this purpose, 
and large shipments were made directly to France. 

I am not raising here an international question. I 
know that we were safe under the rules of international 
law. But we should be candid enough to recognize this 
fact : that nothing was done by any of the great neutral 
powers to prevent that war. When it was ended, the line 
of the Vosges mountains, and Metz and Strassburg, were 
claimed by Germany for better defence against a repeti- 
tion of such a war. 

When this cession was made, did Europe enter a pro- 
test, stating that the civilized nations of the world would 
protect Germany from another invasion on the part of 
France, and, perchance, of Russia at the same time? 
Was not Germany left to her own resources ? After the 
enormous sacrifices made, who would blame her for 
securing herself? 

This is the question of Alsace-Lorraine, all the rest is 
mere by-work ! 

Whether or not 1 ,500,000 Alsace-Lorrainers are under 
German or French rule makes very little difference. The 
one government is as good as the other, and the vast 
majority of the people care very little about any govern- 
ment. They want to be let alone. It is claimed that 
they are less interfered with under German rule than they 
were under French. However this may be, the young 
generation has had twenty- four years of German schooling, 
and it is more than likely that all those born in the last 
quarter of a century consider themselves good Germans, 
with only such scattering exceptions as are found any- 
where. 

If Europe and America seriously wish to settle the 
Alsace-Lorraine question, they must begin by giving abso- 
lute security to Germany as to the impossibility oj another 
French invasion! I believe that it can be shown that 
nothing now keeps France from a new war with Germany 
except the Triple Alliance. 

This fact no one more sincerely regrets than I do, but 
that it is a fact I have every reason to believe. The co- 
lossal armaments of France prove this. The constant 
espionage of French officers in Germanv proves this. 
No German officer has ever been convicted of espionage 
in France, nor any German whomsoever. But the courts 
of Germany have repeatedly tried before juries cases of 
such flagrant espionage that no one can deny the fact of 
its existence. The leading military paper of France states 
unblushingly that the next war will begin by an over- 
whelming invasion without previous declaration of war. 
I regret very much that Mr. Frederick Passy is in such a 
hopeless minority in France, but that he is in a minority, 
no one can doubt. 

One word about the patois of Alsace. It is closely al- 
lied to the language of Baden, on the east bank of the 
Rhine. It is purely German, as much so as any other 
dialect of Germany, in spite of a slight admixture of 
French words which, for the most part, are also found in 
other German dialects. Those who speak French with 
ease are in a small minority. Alsace is not nearly as 
French as, for instance, Chicago is German. The French 
element in both Alsace and Lorraine is not much over fif- 
teen per cent, of the whole population. 



I sincerely hope that the friends of peace will finally 
cause the civilized world at large to unite and act as an 
arbiter of the peace of the whole world, but until this end 
is accomplished, Alsace-Lorraine must remain the bul- 
wark that protects Germany against a new invasion by 
France. C. A. Eggert. 

Vanderbilt University, Nashville. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 59. 

knew that every man, woman and child in my own old 
State, the State of naval glory, would be against me — 
there is something greater than renown in war ; there is 
something better than dying for your country, and that 
is living for it. 

It belongs to the past, it belongs to barbarous ages, it 
belongs to a bygone and. effete civilization, it belongs to 
the system of Europe, it does not belong to us to look 
forward and contemplate and reason and count the 
chances of war. We hear those terrible words — " in case 
of war," — " in the event of war." The report of the gal- 
lant Secretary of the Navy, the report of my gallant 
friends, both the majority and the minority of the Naval 
Committee — their reports and recommendations ring with 
such words. It is that old war fever. It is allowing 
one's self to contemplate the possibility, the danger, and 
the horror of having to fight for your country. Oh, yes, 
we can fight for it — no men batter in the world. I know 
it. We have proved it ; and we need not prove it again. 
But we have a better destiny before us. 

Allow the European nations to make their great war 
preparations. Allow Italy to plunge herself into bank- 
ruptcy with her Triple Alliance. Allow Russia to raise 
loan after loan from an impoverished people. Allow the 
spirit of Bismarck and Von Moltke still to dominate in 
Prussia. Allow England to pile up her 43 warships. 
Allow France to nourish the tempe: of Boulanger in her 
bosom. But not for the United States are such things. 
Oh, no ! We can settle our differences otherwise. We 
can withhold all unjust claims. We c*n put ourselves in 
such a position with other nations that we need not 
increase our Navy. 

We have a Navy. I do not seek to destroy it. Keep 
it and man it. Possibly in times when we have a surplus — 
an undoubted surplus, a big surplus [laughter] —possibly 
at a time when we need not be raising gold loans at 4 per 
cent, or even at 3f per cent. — possibly at a time when all 
is peaceful and easv in our cities, we may then amuse 
ourselves with building more battle ships as pretty but 
expensive toys. But when we are taken out of the war 
system of European nations ; when we have entered upon 
the new and glorious destiny of the future ; when we 
have put behind us all this ancient history ; when the 
course of our peaceful empire is taking its way westward, 
do not let us turn our eyes backward ; do not let us be 
conjuring up old needless fears. 

I see before me, as I say, men who have fought bravely 
and have learned each other's prowess. I would appeal 
to the old soldiers here, if there is any greater horror than 
war; if there is anything that kills off what a nation 
would sooner keep and save, is it not war? 

Oh, Mr. Chairman, I know how I shall be answered. 
I can tell almost in advance the number of eloquent men, 
the number of witty men, the number of popular men here 
who can rise, if they will, when I get through, and can 
pour upon me, if they choose, charges of not maintaining 



